

[image: ]

Western Carolina Chapter of ASSP Meeting Minutes
Monthly Meeting | July 10, 2026 | 11:30 a.m.
Location: GKN Driveline Newton Facility, 1840 GKN Way, Newton, NC
Meeting Opening and Host Welcome
The monthly meeting of the Western Carolina Chapter of ASSP began at 11:30 a.m. The meeting was hosted by GKN, now Dauch, at the Newton facility. The chapter expressed appreciation to Marcus Houston and Erika Sowers for hosting the meeting and coordinating the site visit.
The meeting opened with an overview of Dauch’s production activities at the Newton site, presented by the site manager.
Safety Performance and Concern Reporting Discussion
Marcus Houston provided an overview of GKN’s safety performance at the Newton site.
The group discussed concern reporting processes at Dauch, Timken, and Shurtape. Timken and Shurtape both use Benchmark/Gensuite for concern reporting through the Concern Reporting module. Dauch shared that it is converting to Gensuite in January 2027.
Chapter Update
Jason provided a chapter update and noted that the Western Carolina Chapter of ASSP has been recognized as a Platinum Chapter for the current fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026. The group also noted that the Safety School hosted at Shurtape was a success.
Financial Update
Adam Coffey had a scheduling conflict and was unable to attend; therefore, no financial update was provided during the meeting.
Facility Tours
Following the meeting, Dauch provided attendees with tours of both Newton facilities.
Action Items
· No formal action items were recorded.
Adjournment and Next Meeting
The meeting concluded prior to the facility tours. Next meeting date will be a virtual meeting  on August 21, 2026 at 1pm.
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