2026 Western Carolina Chapter Safety School Speaker Bio’s

Scott Mabry – North Carolina Department of Labor, Deputy Commissioner of Occupational Safety and Health.  Mabry initially joined the N.C. Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) Director’s office in December 2016 as the Assistant Deputy Commissioner for OSH prior to becoming chief of staff in August 2022. His previous experience includes 30+ years in both private industry and public service in the health and safety field. During Mabry’s career, he has worked in safety and health consulting, construction safety, compliance and consultative services at NCDOL; safety and health at N.C. State University; and as director of safety and risk management with the N.C. Department of Transportation.

Heather White, MIE, CPE, CSP – Heather is a Master Ergonomist for the Ergonomics Center housed in the Edward P. Fitts Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering at North Carolina State University.  She provides ergonomics evaluations, training programs and process development expertise to companies in a broad range of industries including manufacturing, food processing and packaging, semiconductors, biotechnology, and the office environment.  Heather earned a BS in Applied Mathematics from Appalachian State University and a Master of Industrial Engineering from North Carolina State University.  She holds a CPE certification through the Board of Certification in Professional Ergonomics and a CSP certification through the Board of Certified Safety Professionals. Heather serves ASSP as the Ergonomics Practice Specialty Secretary and the Region VI Southern Area Director.  

Jason Land, M.S., CSP – Jason is a Principal EHS Analyst (Safety Manager) for The Timken Company managing environmental, health, and safety at a specialty ball bearings plant in Rutherford County, North Carolina.   Jason has been involved in safety and health for the last 24 years and became a full-time safety professional ten years ago.   He earned his Bachelor of Science in 2005, and Master of Science degree in Leadership in 2007.   He earned his Associate Safety Professional (ASP) in December 2021 and then earned his Certified Safety Professional (CSP) certification in January 2024 from the Board of Certified Safety Professionals.   He is currently the ASSP Chapter President of the Western Carolina Chapter.   

Barry Maxwell, MS – Mr. Maxwell is a Senior Safety Professional for the EI Group, Inc.  He has 34 years of experience in developing and facilitating occupational safety, environmental and industrial hygiene programs for the fields of general industry, construction, education, and healthcare.  He has a Bachelor of Science in Production and Marketing Management and a Master of Science in Occupational Safety.
His professional specialties include delivering both comprehensive facility-wide EHS audits and targeted audits such as ergonomic and machine guarding.  Develop written safety and occupational health programs to help craft and guide corporate safety cultures.  Create and deliver OSHA mandated occupational safety training programs.

Ricky Rollins – Keynote Speaker - Graduated from Clemson University in 1980 with a B.S. in Administrative Management.   Spent 36 years in the steel industry, including four years working for refractory companies as a service engineer and salesman.  Served 32 years with Nucor Steel and Steel Dynamics, holding various positions ranging from clerk, leadman, and supervisor to Melting Department Manager at Steel Dynamics Butler, a role held for the final 20 years of his career.  Retired from Steel Dynamics in January 2017 and founded Ricky Rollins Safety Speeches.  Ricky was a Top Five Speaker at the 2019 National Safety Council Congress and Expo and chosen for a Keynote presentation at the 2020 National Safey Council Congress & Expo.  He has presented for organizations and companies such as NASA, The Department of Energy, Exxon, Amazon, Marathon and Kellogg’s and keynote speaker for the 2025 ASSP Region VI PDC.     

